Experts Tout Health IT as Key to Health Care Reform Efforts


On Thursday, health IT experts told the Senate Budget Committee that health IT underlies larger health care reform efforts that could help control rising health care costs, Government Health IT reports (Government Health IT, 2/14).

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) cited a RAND study that estimated that health IT could help the medical community save between $81 billion and $346 billion annually (Povich, CongressDaily, 2/14).

Laura Adams, president and CEO of the Rhode Island Quality Institute, told the committee that certain reform initiatives including medical homes, pay-for-performance programs, quality measurements and universal health coverage, all would require health IT.

Sen. Kent Conrad (D-N.D.) added that "if we are going to be honest with ourselves ... some of these reforms will have up front costs. And we don't know yet how much they will ultimately save" (Government Health IT, 2/14).

Status of Legislation, Next Steps 
Sen. Judd Gregg (R-N.H.) told the committee that two senators, who he did not identify, have a "hold" on the Wired for Health Care Quality Act because of concerns about patient privacy.

Whitehouse pointed to a separate bill that he is sponsoring as an option to streamline health IT adoption by creating a public-private partnership modeled after earlier projects (CongressDaily, 2/14).

The Office of the National Coordinator for Health IT also plans to issue an overarching strategy to guide its work in helping providers adopt IT in the second quarter of 2008, according to Valerie Melvin, director of human capital and management information systems at the Government Accountability Office (Government Health IT, 2/14).

